[The NADPH-diaphorase activity of the bronchial epithelium in chronic lung diseases].
Topochemistry and activity of NADP-H diaphorase co-localized with NO synthase was examined in operative material of lungs from patients with bronchial asthma (BA), chronic nonobstructive bronchitis (CNO) and chronic obstructive bronchitis. The enzyme activity was found to be dependent upon the types of obstruction and inflammation. In CNO the state of NO synthase was not changed. In conditions of progressive irreversible airway obstruction the enzyme activity was augmented in small bronchi epithelium and alveolar macrophages (AM). In reversible obstruction the activity of NO synthase was not changed in the epithelium but appeared high in resident cells of inflammation--AM and mast cells.